Facts: 

Justice Richter tripped on Mel Giannoulakis backpack while walking into the room after the bell rang for first hour on Wednesday. When she fell he screamed out “Oh, crap!” Sara-Beth Badalamente was not in the room yet, and could not catch Justice in time. 

This is the fifth case this year of a student tripping on someone’s oversized bag. Research shows the average teen carries over 30 pounds of books at one time on their back to each class. With small rooms and big tables, there is not enough room for everyone’s bag. Teachers are worried not only about tripping safety but about students’ backs. Dr. Schwamb is looking for a way to help students stay safe. The policy would go into place as soon as the school board approves the ban on book-bags and extra supplies in classrooms. Their next meeting is Monday night at 7 p.m.

Quotes:

Justice Richter: She shouldn’t have had her bag in my way. She had her bag on the ground. It was in the walk way so I tripped over it.  I fell on my face. My nose was bleeding. 
Fact: she had to go to the nurse—15 minutes to stop bleeding. Missed class time. She missed a quiz and now her grade is lower.

Does not want the ban on bookbags

“I think my face is more important that her chips”

Mel: “you gotta look where you are going.”

Not in support of the ban

In her bag: notebooks, bag of Doritos, my iced tea

Her chips were ruined

Aaron Garrett: Justice wasn’t paying attention. She was on snap chat on her phone trying to take that selfie picture. 

Vish: Some Doritos were out of the bag and Justice stepped on the Doritos.  

Ira Brann: Rumor: Justice was calling Mel names. (the b-word) 
Other quotes to use:

Math teacher Melissa Gordon: “I don’t buy the books around here so I don’t want to be blamed for back problems. Everyone knows math is important for life; students need to do homework to be prepared for life.”

Principal Janet Schwamb: “There has been a recent push in policy to have students only be allowed to bring what they need for each class into their classrooms.” “Students have plenty of time within the seven minutes to get to their lockers and their classrooms on time.”

English teacher Allison Eberts: “I’m so worried about students’ backs that I don’t even use books in creative writing. That’s why I’m the most awesomest teacher at HHS” 

English teach Bob Fox: “If I can’t send my book home with students, how can I give them homework? This policy is a bunch of cockamamie. I only give students a tiny novel, unlike the math department.”

