English 9

2015-2016

Teacher Name: Sara-Beth Badalamente (O’C)
Huron High School: 734-994-2040
Contact Times: second hour planning (I am at the school between 7:00 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. Monday-Friday. I check and return all emails within 24 hours during the school week when school is in session) I have extended hours on Mondays.
Email:  badalamentes@aaps.k12.mi.us
Website: http://huronjournalismprograms.weebly.com/
Purpose/Course Description: 

Students will read literature and informational texts, write creatively and analytically, communicate individually and in groups, and study English language arts. Students will study persuasion and propaganda; increase their literary analysis skills by studying a variety of authors and works, focusing on American literature; develop their composition skills by applying the writing process to literary analysis, character and memory sketches; focus on the social, regional, and functional varieties of American English.
Units of Study: 

Creative & Narrative
Critical Perspectives
Speaking & Listening 
Persuasion/Argumentation 
Research/Inform/Explain 
Close Reading
Textbooks Used and Other Sources:  
We will read a variety of texts.  The texts will come from (but not be limited to) the following list:


To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee

Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck
Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson

Maus by Art Spiegelman 

The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros

The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie

Romeo and Juliet by Shakespeare

Animal Farm by George Orwell

Assorted short stories

Assorted poetry

A variety of feature length and short films

Materials Needed (Supplies Suggested):  

Spiral notebook

Folder or Binder

Pencils/Pens
Highlighters (may colors)
A positive attitude 

Methods of Instruction: 
Inquiry based for reading, writing, reporting, discussion, research, lecture, designing and, most importantly, revision

Academic Integrity
All of the work that you do should be your own best effort.  There will be collaboration and some group work as well.  The expectation is that you use proper citations when using other’s words or ideas.  In the event that you engage in academic dishonesty, you will receive a ‘0’ for the assignment and there will be a meeting in order to discuss the issues surrounding the incident.  Do your own best work – this is how you will grow and become a better reader, writer, and thinker.    

Evaluation/Grade Calculations: 

Each assignment will be given a point total based on the importance and difficulty of the assignment (i.e. tests, papers and major projects will be worth more points while daily assignments will be worth less). The semester exam will count for 20 percent of the overall semester grade.
Types of Evaluation and Assessment: 

Journalism I’s grades are calculated into three parts:

Each quarter grade will be 40 percent of your grade: (40 for each quarter so 80 total)
Projects/Papers/Major Assignments
45%

Quizzes/Reading checks


15 %

Daily Assignments 


20%

Homework



15%

Participation



5%

And the exam grade:

20 percent: Final Exam

Your semester grade is based on imporvement/indivdual growth. I do not round grades on any circumstance.
Assignment Expectations: 

Students are to follow directions on assignments given and grading rubrics for articles will be available in advance. Just like the real world, assignments are due at the beginning of the hour on the due date unless otherwise specified.

Late Assignments: 

As a ninth grade student you have several responsibilities.  Many of the projects, writing, and assignments will be given class time to work on.  You will need to complete some work outside of class.  If is your responsibility, as a student, to get your work in on time.  Late homework assignments will receive 50% credit.  All major assignments will go down 10% per day unless otherwise noted by the teacher.  

Absent procedures
For each day you are absent (excused absence), you will receive an extra day to turn in an assignment. So if you miss class on Monday and an assignment was due, you will be expected to turn it in on Tuesday when you walk into the classroom. For those assignments assigned on the day you were not there, they would be due the next day (Wednesday). Communication is key…let me know when you are out sick.
The score of “ABS” will be put in the gradebook (which is equal to a zero) until you turn the work into me.
Please check the website for missed work.
Tests and quizzes may not be made up during class time; you must schedule a time after school. (Mondays I stay late to ensure you have enough time for make-up tests/quizzes)

CLASSROOM PROCEDURES


Student Responsibilities/Expectations:
I expect courteous behavior from my students, and I will respond in kind. When a substitute is here in my place, I expect students' behavior to be as good as, if not better than, when I am here. Whether or not you agree with the substitute, you are to follow his/her instructions.

Computer Use: Computers are for school-related assignments only. If you are found on Twitter/Facebook/Bubble Shooter/Games other blocked sites etc., your computer-use for the day will be taken away. Do not abuse the technology in the classroom.

Consequences:  
Improper classroom behavior will result in specific disciplinary actions; i.e. call to gaurdians, detention, loss of participation points, etc. 
Improper use of technology will result in loss of privileges along with replacing, in full, any broken equipment.
Passes:  
Passes will be given on a need-be basis.. Abusing passes will result in the loss of the privilege to leave the classroom. (Of course, there will be no consequences if an emergency arises and you leave the classroom)
Additional Operational Information:

GO TEAM!
Student information & syllabus sign-off – English 10B

Student’s Name: __________________________________________ (please print clearly)

Student’s e-mail:  __________________________________________ (please print clearly)

Parent’s Name: ___________________________________________ (please print clearly)

Parent’s e-mail:  ___________________________________________ (please print clearly)

Home phone number: _____________________________________________

Parent’s daytime phone number: ___________________________________________

Does your child need front-row seating due to vision or hearing issues?

Yes ____
No ____

Does your child have any health issues I should be aware of in the classroom?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I have received and read Mrs. Badalamente’s syllabus.  

_________________________________
      _________________________________


Student Signature




Parent Signature

