Guidelines for a Socratic Seminar
“It is the mark of an educated mind to be able to entertain an idea without accepting it.” Aristotle

A Socratic Seminar is designed create educational discussion and argument between peers about an assigned topic, text, idea, or event. In class Socratic Seminars, your participation is required for your grade for the day. I will announce the minimum amount of times you are required to speak, the topic you will be speaking on, and the format we will use. For each Socratic Seminar, you will fill in a discussion log that keeps you on track and participating. 

Norms for a Socratic Seminar

· You must speak to earn points. 
· I need to hear you offer your ideas in a way that enhances discussion, not hinders it. 

· You will be expected to contribute your own ideas and respond to others’ ideas. 

· Your log sheet will be turned in for points, too, but you cannot pass the activity without talking. 

· However, respect that everyone needs to speak for the activity, too. Recognize when you should step back from the conversation, too.

· You must be a respectful listener. 
· You must be giving the speaker the attention you would expect from others. 

· While you are encouraged to agree or disagree with the points your classmates bring up, wait until the speaker has finished talking to your opinion. 

· Face the speaker and show that you are engaged in your listening. 

· Be respectful in your comments. 

· I encourage you to show when you agree and disagree and explain why, but make sure to be respectful in how you word your comments to other students. 

· You are the facilitators
· For the most part, the teacher remains an observer for this activity. It is up to you to carry the conversation and keep it on track. 

· I will redirect as necessary, but carrying the conversation depends on you. 

· I want to see that you are encouraging your classmates to participate, too. 

· Ask clarification questions

· Link your ideas to the ideas of people you are working with

These norms apply for every Socratic Seminar we will do in this class. The topics will change and conversations will vary, but hopefully, you will leave these sessions with new ideas that you put together as a class.
