The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian graphic organizer #1
Overview: Follow the steps in these two graphic organizers to help you as you consider your prompt, collect evidence, and consider your reasoning.  These graphic organizers will help you to:
1. Select which prompt you will address,

2. Explore possible textual evidence from Absolutely True,

3. Explore possible secondary sources that would address the prompt,

4. Investigate how the sources connect with your interpretation and ideas.

5. Evaluate which sources are the strongest for your ideas.  

	Step 1:  Decide on a prompt.  Circle the prompt (you choose one) that you will address in your essay:
Prompt #1: How does Sherman Alexie define equality? What does equality mean? Where does your definition come from? As you answer, be sure to point to texts and images that we studied as a class


Prompt #2: Evaluate how Alexie explores the concept of equality. What does equality mean? How have the texts that we’ve interpreted–both written and visual–contributed to your understanding of equality?
Prompt #3: How do you define equality differently from Sherman Alexie? What does equality mean to him? How about you? What are the core differences between your definition and his? As you answer, be sure to point to texts and images that we studied as a class.

	Step 2:  Collect pieces of textual evidence from The Absolutely True Diary… that connect with your prompt.  Ultimately you might have more or less than four - this is to get you started and to get you enough evidence to start to build a solid argument.  

	Piece of textual evidence w/ page number:
	How you think this piece of text connects with the prompt:

	





	

	





	

	






	

	




	

	Step 3:  Consider secondary sources that also connect to the chosen prompt.  You will probably have several connections (which is great!).  Consider a few here so that you can think about which source(s) will ultimately be the strongest for your chosen argument.  

	Possible secondary source (name and specific portion, quote, or reference):
	How this secondary source connects to the textual evidence from Absolutely True… and the prompt:

	






	

	







	

	







	






	Step 4:  Consider the sources that you have collected and look for patterns or connections between the evidence.  Brainstorm below what argument you might make to meet the prompt.  Remember that ultimately you will make an argument with a specific thesis statement.  Don’t worry if you don’t know what your thesis is yet - you probably will uncover this as you start to write the actual essay.  

	














The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian graphic organizer #2
Overview: After completing graphic organizer #1, use the evidence collected to create a draft in the outline below.  Be smart with your choices, be inventive, take some intellectual risks as you explore the topic of equality.  Know that you will probably go back to organizer #1 as you consider which evidence is the strongest to your argument.    
	INTRODUCTION
Cite the text and author, give a brief summary of the story, connect to the chosen prompt (including your definition of equality), and get closer to the thesis (the last sentence of your introduction).

	 
Thesis/Focus statement (what you will argue):  


	BODY PARAGRAPH #1 (First point)

	Topic sentence (what will this paragraph focus on showing?):


	Start with your words or introduce the context of the quote to lead directly into the quoted piece of text (w/ page number).  You might have more than one piece of evidence in each paragraph, so you might have to do this a few times:


	Analyze how the piece(s) of text relates to the thesis:


	BODY PARAGRAPH #2 (Second point)

	Topic sentence (what will this paragraph focus on showing?):

	Start with your words or introduce the context of the quote to lead directly into the quoted piece of text (w/ page number).  You might have more than one piece of evidence in each paragraph, so you might have to do this a few times:

	Analyze or explain how the piece(s) of text relates to the thesis:

	BODY PARAGRAPH #3 (Third point)

	Topic sentence (what will this paragraph focus on showing?):

	Start with your words or introduce the context of the quote to lead directly into the quoted piece of text (w/ page number).  You might have more than one piece of evidence in each paragraph, so you might have to do this a few times:


	Analyze or explain how the piece(s) of text relates to the thesis:

	BODY PARAGRAPH #4 (Fourth point - you may or may not need this.  Choose the appropriate number of body paragraphs based on your argument and textual evidence).  

	Topic sentence (what will this paragraph focus on showing?):

	Start with your words or introduce the context of the quote to lead directly into the quoted piece of text (w/ page number).  You might have more than one piece of evidence in each paragraph, so you might have to do this a few times:

	Analyze or explain how the piece(s) of text relates to the thesis:

	CONCLUSION – Start by restating your thesis/focus, bring back your points, and work outward to a larger conclusion (why is your argument important to the larger concept of equality?)

	



