Literary Response: Absolutely True Diary of a Part Time Indian
Objectives: Write an essay that thoroughly addresses one of the prompts below using evidence from The Absolutely True Diary of a Part Time Indian and one additional source from our unit. Your essay will respond to the literature and concepts that we’ve covered during the The Absolutely True Diary of a Part Time Indian unit. 
Task: Select one of the following prompts to build your essay:
1. How does Sherman Alexie define equality? What does equality mean? Where does your definition come from? As you answer, be sure to point to texts and images that we studied as a class.
2. Evaluate how Alexie explores the concept of equality. What does equality mean? How have the texts that we’ve interpreted–both written and visual–contributed to your understanding of equality?
3. How do you define equality differently from Sherman Alexie? What does equality mean to him? How about you? What are the core differences between your definition and his? As you answer, be sure to point to texts and images that we studied as a class.
An effective  literary response essay will show readers how the texts we’ve read may support, refute, and illuminate your personal definitions and interpretations of equality. 
Requirements: Your essay must include the following components:
1. A thesis statement that specifically points out what your essay will argue.

2. Direct evidence from the texts

. Quotations pulled from the texts

a. Paraphrased quotations where applicable

b. Your analysis or commentary backing up the evidence you use

a. An argument that explains how you’re responding to the prompt through the evidence that you’ve selected. The argument should be…

. An effective sequence of ideas, meaning that ideas build on each other and clearly related

a. Quotes are put in context and you explain, argue, or describe how each one relates to your whole argument

b. Paragraphs are all connected to your thesis and are building to a conclusion

a. Proper MLA formatting

. Introduction paragraph, body paragraphs, and conclusion paragraph

a. Proper citations for the texts you use

a. 750 words - plus or minus 200 words

. 550 is a bare minimum for the completion of this essay

a. 950 is the maximum to thoroughly address the topic

Essays will be graded according to the attached rubric. 
Literary Response: Absolutely True Diary of a Part Time Indian
Rubric 
A
Your essay is imaginative, perceptive, and subtle, which shows that you are thinking deeply about the prompt (Ci). Your essay is logically organized such that ideas are developed and they build upon one another (Bii). The examples, including textual and anecdotal evidence, are relevant, come from a wide range of sources, and are effectively and accurately used (Aiii). Examples and evidence are thoroughly contextualized (Ai). The writer is choosing words with care and using an effective voice that demonstrates a thoughtful grasp of the audience and genre (Dii).
B
Your essay clearly and thoroughly addresses the prompt (Ci). Your essay is organized such that ideas are developed and they sometimes build upon one another (Bii). The examples, including textual and anecdotal evidence, are relevant, come from a wide range of sources, and are explained clearly (Aiii). Examples and evidence are contextualized in a general way (Ai). The writer is using a voice and choosing words that demonstrates a solid awareness of the conventions of the genre (Dii).
C
Your essay clearly addresses the prompt with relevant claims and evidence(Ci). Your essay is logically organized such that ideas are developed (Bii). The examples, including textual and anecdotal evidence, are relevant, are from a wide range of sources, and are clearly used (Aiii). Examples and evidence are sometimes contextualized (Ai). The writer is using a voice and choosing words to demonstrate an awareness and some understanding of the conventions of the genre (Dii).

D
Your essay is beginning to address the prompt through some relevant claims and evidence that are loosely grouped together. The evidence, including textual and anecdotal evidence, come from a wide range of sources (Aiii), but the context of the evidence is general and/or unclear(Ai). The writer is using a voice and choosing words to demonstrate a developing awareness of the conventions of the genre (Dii).
	Grade:




Literary Response: Absolutely True Diary of a Part Time Indian
IB Aligned Rubric 
Achievement Level 7-8 (A)
Ai) Provides perceptive identification and explanation of the content, context, language, structure, technique and style, and explains the relationships among texts thoroughly
Aiii) Gives detailed justification of opinions and ideas with a range of examples, and thorough explanations; uses accurate terminology
Bii) Effectively organizes opinions and ideas in a coherent and logical manner with ideas building on each other in a sophisticated way
Ci) Produces texts that demonstrate a high degree of personal engagement with the creative process; demonstrates a high degree of thought, imagination and sensitivity and perceptive exploration and consideration of new perspectives and ideas
Dii) Writes and speaks in a consistently appropriate register and style that serve the context and intention
Achievement Level 5-6 (B)
Ai) Provides substantial identification and explanation of the content, context, language, structure, technique and style, and explains the relationships among texts
Aiii)  Sufficiently justifies opinions and ideas with examples and explanations; uses accurate terminology
Bii) organizes opinions and ideas in a coherent and logical manner with ideas building on each other
Ci) produces texts that demonstrate considerable personal engagement with the creative process; demonstrates considerable thought, imagination and sensitivity and substantial exploration and consideration of new perspectives and ideas
Dii) writes and speaks competently in a register and style that serve the context and intention
Achievement Level 3-4 (C)
Ai) Provides adequate identification and explanation of the content, context, language, structure, technique and style, and some explanation of the relationships among texts
Aiii) Justifies opinions and ideas with some examples and explanations, though this may not be consistent; uses some terminology
Bii) organizes opinions and ideas with some degree of coherence and logic
Ci) produces texts that demonstrate adequate personal engagement with the creative process; demonstrates some degree of thought, imagination and sensitivity and some exploration and consideration of new perspectives and ideas
Dii) sometimes writes and speaks in a register and style that serve the context and intention
Achievement Level 1-2 (D)
Ai) Provides minimal identification or explanation of the content, context, language, structure, technique and style, and does not explain the relationships among texts.
Aiii) Rarely justifies opinions and ideas with examples or explanations; uses little or no terminology.
Bii) organizes opinions and ideas with a minimal degree of coherence and logic
Ci) produces texts that demonstrate limited personal engagement with the creative process; demonstrates a limited degree of thought, imagination or sensitivity and minimal exploration and consideration of new perspectives and ideas
Dii) writes and speaks in an inappropriate register and style that do not serve the context and intention
Achievement Level 7-8 (A)
Ai) Provides perceptive identification and explanation of the content, context, language, structure, technique and style, and explains the relationships among texts thoroughly
Aiii) Gives detailed justification of opinions and ideas with a range of examples, and thorough explanations; uses accurate terminology
Bii) Effectively organizes opinions and ideas in a coherent and logical manner with ideas building on each other in a sophisticated way
Ci) Produces texts that demonstrate a high degree of personal engagement with the creative process; demonstrates a high degree of thought, imagination and sensitivity and perceptive exploration and consideration of new perspectives and ideas
Dii) Writes and speaks in a consistently appropriate register and style that serve the context and intention
Your essay is imaginative, perceptive, and subtle, which shows that you are thinking deeply about the prompt and how your ideas go about responding to it (Ci). Your essay is logically organized such that ideas are developed and they build upon one another (Bii). The examples, including textual and anecdotal evidence, are relevant, are from a wide range of sources, and are clearly used (Aiii), and examples and evidence are thoroughly contextualized (Ai). The writer is using a voice and choosing words that show a thoughtful grasp of the audience and genre (Dii).
Achievement Level 5-6 (B)
Ai) Provides substantial identification and explanation of the content, context, language, structure, technique and style, and explains the relationships among texts
Aiii)  Sufficiently justifies opinions and ideas with examples and explanations; uses accurate terminology
Bii) organizes opinions and ideas in a coherent and logical manner with ideas building on each other
Ci) produces texts that demonstrate considerable personal engagement with the creative process; demonstrates considerable thought, imagination and sensitivity and substantial exploration and consideration of new perspectives and ideas
Dii) writes and speaks competently in a register and style that serve the context and intention
Your essay clearly and thoroughly addresses the prompt. (Ci). Your essay is organized such that ideas are developed and they sometimes build upon one another (Bii). The examples, including textual and anecdotal evidence, are relevant, are from a wide range of sources, and are clearly used to a sufficient degree. (Aiii), and examples and evidence demonstrate good use of contextualization (Ai). The writer is using a voice and choosing words that demonstrate a solid awareness of the conventions of the genre (Dii).
Achievement Level 3-4 (C)
Ai) Provides adequate identification and explanation of the content, context, language, structure, technique and style, and some explanation of the relationships among texts
Aiii) Justifies opinions and ideas with some examples and explanations, though this may not be consistent; uses some terminology
Bii) organizes opinions and ideas with some degree of coherence and logic
Ci) produces texts that demonstrate adequate personal engagement with the creative process; demonstrates some degree of thought, imagination and sensitivity and some exploration and consideration of new perspectives and ideas
Dii) sometimes writes and speaks in a register and style that serve the context and intention
Your essay clearly addresses the prompt with relevant claims and evidence(Ci). Your essay is logically organized such that ideas are developed (Bii). The examples, including textual and anecdotal evidence, are relevant, are from a wide range of sources, and are clearly used (Aiii), and examples and evidence are thoroughly contextualized (Ai). The writer is using a voice and choosing words that demonstrate awareness and some understanding of the conventions of the genre (Dii).
Achievement Level 1-2 (D)
Ai) Provides minimal identification or explanation of the content, context, language, structure, technique and style, and does not explain the relationships among texts.
Aiii) Rarely justifies opinions and ideas with examples or explanations; uses little or no terminology.
Bii) organizes opinions and ideas with a minimal degree of coherence and logic
Ci) produces texts that demonstrate limited personal engagement with the creative process; demonstrates a limited degree of thought, imagination or sensitivity and minimal exploration and consideration of new perspectives and ideas
Dii) writes and speaks in an inappropriate register and style that do not serve the context and intention
Your essay is beginning to address the prompt through some relevant claims and evidence that are loosely grouped together. The evidence, including textual and anecdotal evidence, come from a wide range of sources(Aiii), but the context of the evidence is general and/or unclear(Ai). The writer is using a voice and choosing words that demonstrate a developing awareness of the conventions of the genre (Dii).
********************************
Achievement Level 1-2
Ai) Provides minimal identification or explanation of the content, context, language, structure, technique and style, and does not explain the relationships among texts.
Aiii) Rarely justifies opinions and ideas with examples or explanations; uses little or no terminology.
Bii) organizes opinions and ideas with a minimal degree of coherence and logic
Ci) produces texts that demonstrate limited personal engagement with the creative process; demonstrates a limited degree of thought, imagination or sensitivity and minimal exploration and consideration of new perspectives and ideas
Dii) writes and speaks in an inappropriate register and style that do not serve the context and intention
Achievement Level 3-4
Ai) Provides adequate identification and explanation of the content, context, language, structure, technique and style, and some explanation of the relationships among texts
Aiii) Justifies opinions and ideas with some examples and explanations, though this may not be consistent; uses some terminology
Bii) organizes opinions and ideas with some degree of coherence and logic
Ci) produces texts that demonstrate adequate personal engagement with the creative process; demonstrates some degree of thought, imagination and sensitivity and some exploration and consideration of new perspectives and ideas
Dii) sometimes writes and speaks in a register and style that serve the context and intention
Achievement Level 5-6
Ai) Provides substantial identification and explanation of the content, context, language, structure, technique and style, and explains the relationships among texts
Aiii)  Sufficiently justifies opinions and ideas with examples and explanations; uses accurate terminology
Bii) organizes opinions and ideas in a coherent and logical manner with ideas building on each other
Ci) produces texts that demonstrate considerable personal engagement with the creative process; demonstrates considerable thought, imagination and sensitivity and substantial exploration and consideration of new perspectives and ideas
Dii) writes and speaks competently in a register and style that serve the context and intention
Achievement Level 7-8
Ai) Provides perceptive identification and explanation of the content, context, language, structure, technique and style, and explains the relationships among texts thoroughly
Aiii)  Gives detailed justification of opinions and ideas with a range of examples, and thorough explanations; uses accurate terminology
Bii) effectively organizes opinions and ideas in a coherent and logical manner with ideas building on each other in a sophisticated way
Ci) produces texts that demonstrate a high degree of personal engagement with the creative process; demonstrates a high degree of thought, imagination and sensitivity and perceptive exploration and consideration of new perspectives and ideas
Dii) writes and speaks in a consistently appropriate register and style that serve the context and intention
Criterion A: Analysing
i. analyse the content, context, language, structure, technique and style of text(s) and the relationship among texts
Achievement Level 1-2
Ai) Provides minimal identification or explanation of the content, context, language, structure, technique and style, and does not explain the relationships among texts.
Achievement Level 3-4
Ai) Provides adequate identification and explanation of the content, context, language, structure, technique and style, and some explanation of the relationships among texts
Achievement Level 5-6
Ai) Provides substantial identification and explanation of the content, context, language, structure, technique and style, and explains the relationships among texts
Achievement Level 7-8
Ai) Provides perceptive identification and explanation of the content, context, language, structure, technique and style, and explains the relationships among texts thoroughly
iii. justify opinions and ideas, using examples, explanations and terminology
Achievement Level 1-2
Aiii) Rarely justifies opinions and ideas with examples or explanations; uses little or no terminology.
Achievement Level 3-4
Aiii) Justifies opinions and ideas with some examples and explanations, though this may not be consistent; uses some terminology
Achievement Level 5-6
Aiii)  Sufficiently justifies opinions and ideas with examples and explanations; uses accurate terminology
Achievement Level 7-8
Aiii)  Gives detailed justification of opinions and ideas with a range of examples, and thorough explanations; uses accurate terminology
Criterion B: Organizing
ii. organize opinions and ideas in a sustained, coherent and logical manner
Achievement Level 1-2
Bii) organizes opinions and ideas with a minimal degree of coherence and logic
Achievement Level 3-4
Bii) organizes opinions and ideas with some degree of coherence and logic
Achievement Level 5-6
Bii) organizes opinions and ideas in a coherent and logical manner with ideas building on each other
Achievement Level 7-8
Bii) effectively organizes opinions and ideas in a coherent and logical manner with ideas building on each other in a sophisticated way
Criterion C: Producing Text
i. produce texts that demonstrate insight, imagination and sensitivity while exploring and reflecting critically on new perspectives and ideas arising from personal engagement with the creative process
Achievement Level 1-2
Ci) produces texts that demonstrate limited personal engagement with the creative process; demonstrates a limited degree of thought, imagination or sensitivity and minimal exploration and consideration of new perspectives and ideas
Achievement Level 3-4
Ci) produces texts that demonstrate adequate personal engagement with the creative process; demonstrates some degree of thought, imagination and sensitivity and some exploration and consideration of new perspectives and ideas
Achievement Level 5-6
Ci) produces texts that demonstrate considerable personal engagement with the creative process; demonstrates considerable thought, imagination and sensitivity and substantial exploration and consideration of new perspectives and ideas
Achievement Level 7-8
Ci) produces texts that demonstrate a high degree of personal engagement with the creative process; demonstrates a high degree of thought, imagination and sensitivity and perceptive exploration and consideration of new perspectives and ideas
Criterion D: Using Language
ii. write and speak in a register and style that serve the context and intention
Achievement Level 1-2
Dii) writes and speaks in an inappropriate register and style that do not serve the context and intention
Achievement Level 3-4
Dii) sometimes writes and speaks in a register and style that serve the context and intention
Achievement Level 5-6
Dii) writes and speaks competently in a register and style that serve the context and intention
Achievement Level 7-8
Dii) writes and speaks in a consistently appropriate register and style that serve the context and intention
